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ABSTRACT
Previous studies indicate significant variations in the

rates of colorectal cancer between countries in the world as

well as between individual regions within the same country.

Differences in the incidence of colorectal cancer may be due

to known risk factors and active measures of a country

through screening programs. The goal of this study was to

show the difference in the incidence of colorectal cancer

among different districts in Serbia. In this paper we used the

most recent data on the incidence and mortality of colorectal

cancer in the world that were available to the International

Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC) as well as the latest

published data of the Institute of Public Health of Serbia

“Milan Jovanovic Batut“. This paper presents the age-

standardized incidence rates of colorectal cancer in the

districts in Serbia in 2010. It is shown that Serbia has one of

the highest incidences of colorectal cancer worldwide for

men. The highest rates of incidence of colorectal carcinoma

in Serbia are found in districts that are more economically

developed than others. The difference in the incidence of

colorectal cancer may be due to the known risk factors that

go with the so-called “westernization“, such as the diet rich

in high-calorie foods, obesity, physical inactivity and

smoking. The data indicate that in Serbia, especially in the

districts with a high incidence rate of colorectal cancer, some

of the screening programs for early detection should be

applied, as well as a public health measures to change the

habits that are associated with the appearance of colorectal

cancer.
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